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workers on strike! i victory for them will be victory for 2m 


}men everywhere. Send food, cliothing or money to Uiited Fanm oe 
Organizing Committee, P. 0. Box 54, Rio Grande City, Texas. sy 
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Newsletter 
sad VICTORY AT THE ERIDGE 
"Today in America it is sometimes an honor to be in jail." -Adlai Stevenson 


October 24, 1966 is a day that will go down in labor history. 13 valiant 
men and women were arrested, manhandled and brutally dragged to police cars 
and thence to the Starr County jail for peacefully defending the right of 
American citizens to a living wage. Five of the union demonstrators, in- 
cluding two women, required medical treatment. 

The peaceful demonstration began at 5 AM when over 70 members of the 
union, protesting wages of from 40¢ an houn to $l an hour, and demanding 
$1.25 and a union contnact, gathered at the Roma bridge to try to stop Mexi- 
can "gneen card" workers from breaking the strike. These "green carders" 
who commute daily from Mexico, live at lower Mexican prices, and provide 
impossible competition to American citizens, are the main cause of poverty 
for hundreds of thousands of Americans living near the Mexican border. They 
have been given these green cards or "nesident" visas with the understanding 
that they will both live and work in the U.S. Yet they continue to live im 
Mexico and cross the border daily to break a strike of American citizens 
living in poverty. It is unthinkable that the U.S. Government should allow 
such a situation to exist. Eoth American and Mexican workers would be im- 
measurably better off if the law were upheld. 

To protest this disgraceful situation, union members staged the first 
demonstration of its kind in history at the Roma bridge to try to call atten- 
tion to their plight and bring pressure against the U.S. Government to fulfill 
its obligations to its own citizens living in poverty. For their efforts 
they were knocked down, mauled and threatened by arresting officers. Chgrgeg 
of police brutality are being brought against the Starr County Sheriff's 
egpartment and a federal investigation has been requested. Hut the attention 
of many high-ranking government officials has at last been called to this 
crucial problem. UFWOC calls upon all right-thinking men to rally to this 
great cause, as in California, where the unions, the Church and private citi- 
@s helped rescue farm workers from poverty and win for them a union contract 
suaranteeing $1.75 an hour. a oR 

A THUMBNAIL HISTORY 


Sept., 1965 The great Delano grape strike begins in Delano, California. 

April, 1966 Victory! The giant Schenley Ranch signs an unprecedented con- 
tract with us guaranteeing vineyard workers $1.75 per houn. 

May, 1966 The organization of farm workers begins in Starr County, Texas. 

dune, 1966 700 union members go out on strike in Rio Grande City, protest- 
ing wages of hog to 85¢ an hour, and demanding $1.25 and a 
union contract. 

July, 1966 La Casita Farms I c. raises wages 15¢ an hour in an attempt to 
break strike; hires "ereen carders" from Mexico as scabs. 

Aug., 1966 We win election at California's largest nanch to represent. its 
1,000 workers; contract negotiations begin. Our union is gran- 
ted an organizing charter by the AFL-CIO. 

Sept., 1966 The great farm worker march is a huge success as 25,000 people 
gather in Austin on Labor Day, to support Starr County strike 
and a state minimum wage of $1.25 per hour. 

Oct., 1966 13 heroic strikers arrested and brutally manhandled by police 
at Roma bridge for protesting strikebreakers from Mexico. 


JOIN THE THANKSGIVING CARAVAN as it passes through your town retracing the 
march to take food to hungry strikers. The caravan leaves Austin Nov. 25 and 
arrives in Rio Grande City Nov. 27. Write box 54, Rio Grande City for details. 


I’enclose $1 for ten issues of Farm} I enclose $2 for a regular subscription 
Worker Newsletter. |__$5 for sustaining subscription, to 
Name _ LUCHA, the farm worker newspaper. 
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